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CROSS COUNTRY TAKES HOME 
2018 SEC CHAMPIONSHIP
Ole Miss won the 2018 SEC Cross 
Country Championship marking the 
first time since 1990 that school other 
than Alabama or Arkansas has won 
the conference championship. 
SEE PAGE 7
ANNUAL WALK RAISES MONEY 
FOR SUICIDE AWARENESS
The Mississippi chapter of the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention 
hosted the third annual “Out of the 
Darkness” walk on Sunday to shine 






Lynching marker unveiled at ceremony
Filling the wooden pews that 
line the sanctuary of Second 
Baptist Church on Jackson 
Ave., a sea of black and white 
faces sat as one, bound together 
in remembrance of Elwood 
Higginbottom.
Efforts to memorialize the 
1935 lynching of Higginbottom 
were cemented during a 
ceremony at the church on 
Saturday afternoon.
A large marker details 
the events leading to 
Higginbottom’s murder and the 
fact that the perpetrators went 
unpunished. The plaque will sit 
at the “Three Way” intersection 
of Molly Barr Road and North 
Lamar Boulevard — the location 
where Higginbottom was killed.
The ceremony lasted more 
than two hours and included 
performances from the UM 
Gospel Choir, a rendition 
of Billie Holiday’s “Strange 
Fruit” by Oxford singer Effie 




April Grayson, director of 
community building with 
the William Winter Institute 
for Racial Reconciliation, 
introduced the descendants 
of Higginbottom who were in 
attendance. His oldest son, 
E.W. Higginbottom, the only 
living direct descendant, sat 
on the front row with his six 
children and grandchildren. 
Members of the Higginbottom 
family traveled from Memphis, 
and as far away as Ohio and 
Texas, for the event.
Evan Milligan of the Equal 
Justice Initiative joined 
other EJI representatives at 
Sunday’s event. The EJI is a 
non-profit organization based 
in Montgomery, Alabama, that 
delivers legal representation 
and social services to those 
treated unjustly in the judicial 
and penal system.
“Why are we so comfortable 
having a system where so 
many people are thrown away? 
Why are we so comfortable 
with a system with young 
people born into conditions 
of homelessness? We have a 
problem with that,” Milligan 
said. “In order to address that 
problem, we can’t only talk 
about laws and policies. We 
have to talk about our hearts 
and cultures and stories that 
we tell each other. The desire 
to have that conversation is 
why we began to work with this 
(Higginbottom) case.”
In conjunction with 
the Winter Institute, the 
Higginbottom family and the 
Lafayette County community, 
the EJI worked to develop 
a plan for the plaque and 
donated the funds to assure its 
completion.
Louis Burroughs from 
Cleveland, Ohio, grandnephew 
of Elwood Higginbottom, 
delivered the day’s closing 
remarks.
The university is allowing 
students living in Crosby Hall 
to relocate to different dorm 
rooms at no additional cost 
after the university conducted 
air quality tests for mold 
spores in the residence hall.
The tests were conducted 
by ERG Environmental Inc. 
after students reported issues 
of mold growing in the Crosby 
Hall rooms.
The report stated that out 
of the 36 air sample tests 
collected, two of the samples 
contained elevated levels of 
mold spores and one sample 
contained mold spores that 
were actively growing. Mold 
spores are the reproductive 
units of mold that allow the 
fungi to spread.
One of these two samples 
came from a room where 
a high level of penicillium 
mold was discovered. The test 
found there was an elevated 
mold count of 4,860. In order 
to be considered safe, the 
recommended mold count is 
under 700. The total amount 
of mold spores discovered was 
5,960, and the recommended 
level is under 2,000.
“It is recommended 
that further investigation 
techniques be employed in 
Room 826 to determine the 
source and what further 
actions are necessary,” the 
report stated.
In one of the samples that 
contained an elevated mold 
spore count, the air sampling 
test revealed an elevated 
count of mushroom spores 
in the room. The amount of 
spores there is 2,020 and the 
recommended amount to be 
considered safe is 2,000.
In another air sample, the 





TOP: E.W. Higginbottom, the 
son of Elwood Higginbottom, 
sits in Second Baptist Church on 
Saturday during the dedication 
of a new plaque to memorialize 
his father, who was the last 
recorded person to be lynched 
in Lafayette County. LEFT: 
Descendants and relatives of 
Elwood Higginbottom sing for 
the audience in Second Baptist 
Church during the dedication 
of a plaque to memorialize 
Higginbottom, a man who was 
lynched in 1935. 
SEE MEMORIAL PAGE 3 SEE CROSBY PAGE 3
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OPINION
American values are not what they used to be
COLUMN
American society is not 
what it used to be, and that is 
a bad thing. Once unified on 
community and patriotism, 
society has devolved 
significantly from its founding. 
The breakdown of these two 
elements has stifled any progress 
to be made in the right direction 
for American society. The cause 
of this lies within the family and 
entertainment industries.
The first issue is the the family 
unit. Pew Research conducted 
a study in December 2015 that 
revealed several flaws in the 
family unit. For starters, the 
percentage of American children 
under 18 living with married 
parents dropped from 73 
percent of children in 1960 to 46 
percent of children in 2014. How 
can we expect future generations 
to learn if they don’t have a 
stable home to live in?
While the rate of heterosexual 
two parent households has 
declined steadily over the 
past 50 years, single parent 
households has only grown. 
Now this practice is not terrible 
in nature, but is not healthy 
for the mental and emotional 
development child. Developing 
kids, I believe, need a father and 
a mother committed to each 
other in order to succeed in life. 
These committed relationships 
encompass traditional or 
common law marriage.
Another norm on the rise 
is cohabitant parenthood in 
which only one of the parents is 
biologically related to the child 
and neither are committed to 
each other beyond splitting 
lease and telephone bills. Again, 
in this household, children do 
not have two parents, a mother 
and a father, who discipline 
and teach the child. Without 
a dependable community, 
children are left to navigate the 
world on their own.
The second issue, is the 
entertainment industry. The 
heroes of today’s society are 
actors and actresses. They are 
seen as the champions of moral 
thought in society. But, often 
their actions do not align with 
their beliefs. Instead, famous 
people are constantly gossiped 
about and at the forefront of the 
news because of scandals. With 
role models like these, it is no 
wonder that many people have 
skewed views of how society 
should function.
Also, many of those in the 
media almost always view 
America in a negative light. 
It is important to evaluate 
America based on standards like 
education and economic success 
so that it can improve and grow. 
But this is not what the media 
and famous people do. Instead, 
they say that America should be 
more like another country, lose 
its unique identity and succumb 
to practices much opposite of 
its founding principles. What’s 
more is these same people mark 
those with patriotism as “blind” 
to the problems. This divide 
between those who are patriotic 
and those who are not creates 
a schism in world views and 
ultimately drives people of this 
country farther apart.
Children are the future of 
America. They have great 
potential to bring this country 
to bigger and better things. But 
when their sense of community 
is attacked, they are left feeling 
alone, small and forgotten. 
When they are taught that 
their country has nothing to 
be proud of, they lose hope 
and drive to improve upon the 
founding ideals. Community 
and patriotism are two basic 
principles that must be restored 
in America before all ideas that 
make this country strong and 
unique are lost and forgotten.
Lauren Moses is sophomore 
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“My mother and grandmother 
spoke of lynching as though 
they had been here, although 
they migrated from Oxford,” 
Burroughs said.
After Elwood Higginbottom’s 
lynching, Burroughs’ 
grandmother loaded the family 
into a school bus and fled Oxford 
under the cover of night.
Burroughs said he wasn’t 
aware he was related to Elwood 
Higginbottom until reading 
the New York Times Magazine 
piece written by UM journalism 
professor Vanessa Gregory.
Burroughs has refused to 
accept the way his grand uncle’s 
story and death were portrayed by 
newspapers at the time.
“They wrote that Elwood was 
an unlettered man, a man holding 
a grudge,” Burroughs said. “They 
attempted to reduce him to a 
cowardly, illiterate sharecropper 
deserving of being demonized.”
Instead, Burroughs prefers his 
family’s account of events.
“Elwood was killed in cold 
blood for no other reason than 
being a man,” he said. “He was 
defending his children, his wife 
and his home. Had the jury been 
allowed to reach a verdict, he 
would have been undoubtedly 
found innocent, for reasons of self 
defense — a basic human right.”
Burroughs concluded by asking 
the audience a question about 
the power of visual symbols — 
the very reason for Saturday’s 
gathering.
“What would the city of 
Oxford and the town square 
look like if the monument to the 
Confederate soldier was replaced 
by a monument to the brave black 
men of Mississippi?”
The EJI held an essay contest 
for local high school students 
that asked participants to 
compare a historical injustice to 
contemporary issues.
The top four winners were 
recognized at the ceremony, 
and Jupiter O’Donnell—a junior 
from Oxford High School— read 
his aloud to the crowd. His 
four minute essay about police 
brutality garnered a unanimous 
roar of approval and a standing 
ovation.
“It’s so important for us to be 
able to understand our contempo-
rary challenges through the lens 
of our history. If we want to know 
how we move forward and heal, 
then we have to commit ourselves 
to truth telling,” said Kiara Boone, 
the EJI’s deputy director of com-
munity education.  “Sometimes 
the truth is difficult, sometimes 
the truth painful and hurtful, but 
what it is always is the truth.”
MEMORIAL
continued from page 1
CROSBY
continued from page 1
39037
Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am
PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
a physical sample of mold 
spores and had the sample 
analyzed at a lab. The results 
showed the air sample was 
clean, but there were mold 
spores that were “actively 
growing.”
“Although interior 
spore counts in Room 352 
are slightly higher than 
recommended, it would be 
anticipated that individuals 
experiencing any adverse 
effects in this area would 
have similar symptoms from 
exposure in the natural 
environment (outdoors),” the 
report stated.
The statement said a 
new heating ventilation 
and air conditioning unit 
was installed, which could 
have lead to dust forming 
discoloration. The report 
recommended the university 
clean the dorm rooms’ 
ceilings as needed.
“There is a good probability 
that dust particles were 
dislodged within the existing 
duct work and are currently 
being brought in as part of 
the makeup air due to the 
nature of the installation 
of the new system,” the 
statement read. “Therefore, 
it would be reasonable to 
assume that dust particles 
have been captured by 
the ceiling material (soft 
acoustical texture) causing 
some discoloration.”
Bill Sothern, a certified 
mold expert and Chief 
Investigator and Founder 
of Microecologies Inc. in 
New York, told The Daily 
Mississippian last week 
that he often observes 
that organizations in 
environmental investigations, 
particularly organizations 
who have to spend money 
to fix a problem, end their 
investigations after taking air 
samples.
“Don’t let someone come 
in there and take the air 
samples and let them tell you 
something is okay because air 
samples are famously subject 
to false negative results,” 
Sothern said.
Sothern said air samples 
are not a bad way to conduct 
a test, but air samples 
shouldn’t be the only test that 
organizations conduct.
Make the DM 
part of your 
morning ritual
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A new plaque was dedicated on Saturday to memorialize Elwood Higginbottom, the last 
recorded man to be lynched in Lafayette County 
Drop it and 
drive.
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Redford’s final film a well-paced study of a veteran criminal
Based on a true story, “The 
Old Man and the Gun” is — 
at least at first glance — a 
simple flick. It’s a well-paced, 
well-shot and well-told film 
about Forrest Tucker (Robert 
Redford), a veteran criminal 
who even at 70 years old has a 
penchant for robbing banks.
The film opens with a bank 
robbery. Soon enough, we 
see Forrest stopping to help a 
woman, Jewel (Sissy Spacek), 
pulled over on the side of the 
road, allowing the police to 
pass him without a clue as to 
where he came from.
Stuck on the highway with 
a broken-down truck, Jewel 
takes Forrest’s offer to drive 
her back home. In exchange, 
she buys him coffee and a 
piece of pie. This scene gives 
us a glimpse at Forrest’s 
softer side. As Forrest, 
Redford is a flirty and sweet 
grandfatherly type.
Even while robbing banks, 
Forrest is the same character. 
In one scene, Forrest walks 
up to the manager of a bank 
and gently opens his coat, 
revealing the revolver he 
always carries on him. The 
manager leads Forrest to his 
office, where Forrest asks him 
how his day is going. Not too 
well, says the manager.
“Well, the day’s still young,” 
Forrest says to the manager 
with a sly smile.
Forrest’s charm and 
gentlemanly nature don’t go 
unnoticed by the people he 
robs.
“He was also sort of a 
gentleman,” says that same 
bank manager in an interview 
with the police after his bank 
was robbed by Forrest.
“Very polite,” says another.
“Seemed like a very nice 
fella,” says yet another.
Like the characters he robs, 
I couldn’t tell whether I should 
hate Forrest as a criminal who 
takes advantage of innocent 
people or love him as the 
gentlemanly old geezer he is. 
By the end of the film, I still 
couldn’t tell.
I admired director David 
Lowery’s ability to show 
Forrest’s long history of 
criminality while also 
withholding judgment. In the 
world of the movie — as in the 
real United States — Forrest is 
allowed to simultaneously be a 
criminal and a good man.
The film seems to argue that 
Forrest doesn’t commit crimes 
because he’s bad, but because 
the sense of danger fulfills him. 
Lowery makes sure to remind 
us that Forrest rarely, if ever, 
uses his gun, and he always 
does his jobs with a smile.
In a shot that perfectly 
sums up the duality of Forrest 
Tucker, he steps out of his car 
after a long police chase and 
looks knowingly at the camera. 
His hands are high in the air, 
while a smirk crosses his face.
When the film is not 
focusing on Forrest’s latest 
heist, we get to see two 
different characters’ subplots: 
that of John Hunt (Casey 
Affleck), a detective who is 
following Forrest’s trail closely, 
and Jewel, who hesitantly 
continues a relationship with 
Forrest despite not knowing all 
the details of his background.
Both of these characters 
and their own stories are 
treated with dignity and 
detail. Their storylines 
end with brief moments of 
closure, even though they’re 
not tied up neatly with 
brightly colored ribbons.
“The Old Man and the Gun” 
features lots of close-ups and 
zooms. Two back-to-back 
sequences — one set at John’s 
police station and another 
set at several banks Forrest 
is robbing — feature spinning 
shots that eloquently signify 
time passing. This decision 
helps the general pacing of 
the movie.
Redford’s final film is not 
a violent crime drama, and 
if that’s what you’re looking 
for, you might want to stay 
away. Instead, it’s a beautiful 
character study of a flawed 
man and a meditation on 
aging, ambition and the 
uniquely twentieth-century 
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Student theatre group presents two Southern comedies
ZACH HOLLINGSWORTH
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM
The university’s Ghostlight 
Repertory Theatre performed 
a pair of intertwined one-
act plays titled “Laundry & 
Bourbon” and “Lone Star” 
this weekend.
Written by James McLure 
in the late 1970s and direct-
ed by senior theatre major 
Matt Gieseke, the production 
is two separate plays with 
related characters. One play 
is about women and the other 
about men, coming together 
to create a Southern come-
dy about individuals coping 
with everyday struggles, both 
simple and profound.
If you’re from Texas, Mis-
sissippi or just about any-
where in the South, you’ve 
seen these characters before. 
You may even know them by 
heart. They are your neigh-
bors or the folks you see at 
Cracker Barrel, and yet, these 
characters manage to swing 
around a degree of depth to 
stray away from being too 
stereotypical.
This is in no small part 
due to the cast’s stellar 
performances. Each student 
actor displayed an incredible 
knowledge of both hearty 
character and a strong sense 
of humor, which helped the 
twofold nature of the play fly 
by with ease.
And don’t let it be put 
lightly, this play was a laugh 
riot. It really does capture a 
notion that only other South-
erners can truly grasp: people 
from the South can turn 
anything into a spectacle. The 
tales of the mundane become 
tales of epic proportions, and 
wild stories only get wilder 
when told through a Southern 
mouthpiece.
Highlights from the play in-
clude a mother regaling how 
she has spent the last year of 
her life attempting to learn 
how to play bridge, complete-
ly neglecting the health of 
her husband and children in 
the process. Another comes 
when an inebriated Vietnam 
veteran relates his first sex-
ual encounter in high school, 
including a boisterous, near 
poetic comparison of his fe-
male partner’s sex organs to 
the Grand Canyon.
Moments such as these put 
the audience in an absolute 
fit of hysterical laughter, in 
part because of just how the 
insane dialogue is coupled 
with the phenomenal student 
performances. But the 
laughter was also because 
most of us there had likely 
heard similar outrageous 
stories at our local Southern 
comfort restaurant, hair 
salon or family reunion.
However, while the hu-
mor was expected, what was 
perhaps the most surprising 
element of the production 
was the amount of genuine 
drama it incorporated. Frac-
tured relationships, coming 
home from war and the sweet 
sting of nostalgia help these 
characters feel more real.
And of course, these dis-
heartening experiences can 
be recovered from through 
what this play excels at: its 
distilled ethos of simple con-
versations and a good sense 
of humor.
The whole production had a 
very handmade quality. This 
was apparent in everything 
from the down-home charac-
ters to the simple set design, 
which featured the barebone 
essentials: some seats, a 
table and the front of a small 
wooden home, complete with 
a short fence.
These elements worked 
to the production’s advan-
tage, emphasizing solely the 
characters and their dialogue, 
which were the strength of 
the show.
“Laundry & Bourbon” and 
“Lone Star” was the student 
theatre group’s first pro-
duction for the fall season. 
Ghostlight Repertory Theatre 
will perform “Black Comedy” 
from Nov. 28 to Dec. 2.
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17 Biblical verb ending
18 Feeding on plants
20 Never, in Nuremberg










35 Give ___ rest
36 Dot follower
37  An estimate that is 
too low
44 Now ___ me down...
45 Conductor Dorati
46 Old Italian money
48 Crackpot










63  Prefix with 
conference
64 Steeples
65 ___ King Cole
DOWN
  1  Hans Christian 
Andersen’s 
birthplace
  2 Item
  3 Mideast capital
  4  Indian term of 
respect
  5 Affirm
  6 Undesirable animal
  7 Republic in S Europe
  8 French pronoun




















43 Asmara is its capital
44 Soon
47 Thumbs-up











Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
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numbers 1 through 9 with 
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DIFFICULTY LEVEL
Cece Kizer among Rebels’ three All-SEC selections
JUSTIN DIAL
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
FILE PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
CeCe Kizer dribbles the ball downfield attempting to shake off a Mississippi State defender earlier this season. Ole Miss won 
the game 2-0.
The Southeastern Conference 
announced its postseason 
soccer awards on Sunday, with 
senior CeCe Kizer, sophomore 
Channing Foster and freshman 
Haleigh Stackpole selected 
as All-SEC performers by the 
league’s coaches.
The trio has led Ole Miss 
to a 12-6-1 (6-3-1) record this 
season and a first-round bye 
in the SEC tournament as 
the No. 5 seed. Heading into 
the conference tournament, 
the Rebels are riding a three-
game win streak, including 
a 1-0 shutout win over No. 7 
Vanderbilt in the season finale.
The All-SEC team selections 
come on the heels of the 
conference naming Stackpole 
and fellow freshman Morgan 
McAshlan SEC Players of the 
Week, with Stackpole earning 
SEC Freshman of the Week 
and McAshlan garnering the 
Defensive Player of the Week.
Kizer earned a First Team 
All-SEC nod for the third time in 
her Rebel career. She is just the 
third player in program history 
to be named to the All-SEC First 
Team three times and the sixth in 
school history with at least three 
All-SEC selections overall.
Kizer, the SEC regular season 
leader in assists and goals scored, 
capped off her prolific career at 
Ole Miss by breaking the school’s 
all-time goals record earlier this 
season against Auburn. Her 
13 goals and eight assists this 
season rank ninth and eighth, 
respectively, in Ole Miss single-
season history.
Ole Miss’ second leading 
scorer, Foster, earned her 
second-straight All-SEC 
selection, making her only the 
third Rebel of all-time to receive 
All-SEC honors in each of her 
first two seasons. Foster’s eight 
goals on the year tied for sixth 
in the SEC, while her five goals 
in conference play were good for 
third overall.
Stackpole, the reigning SEC 
Freshman of the Week, made 
the All-SEC Freshman Team 
following her breakout 2018 
campaign in which she scored 
five goals, four of which were 
game-winners. Stackpole’s 
addition to the All-SEC 
Freshman Team now gives Ole 
Miss a player on three of the last 
four All-Freshman teams.
With the regular season over, 
Ole Miss now heads to Orange 
Beach, Alabama, for the SEC 
Tournament. The Rebels are set 
to play Arkansas at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday on SEC Network.
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2405 Anderson Road
662.550.2003 1801 W. Jackson Ave., 662.638.0595
CONGRATULATIONS  










1205 Office Park Drive B, Oxford, MS 
M-TH 8am-5pm, F 8am-4pm
If you have been charged with a criminal offense call our office to schedule a free 
consultation regarding the criminal charges which have been brought against you.
Weekend and after-hours appointments available for legal emergencies.
Defense of Persons charged with:
D.U.I. - 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th Offense, Public Drunk, 
M.I.P., Fake I.D., Simple Assault
Possession of Paraphernalia and/or Drugs
Possession with Intent, Sale of Drugs, Aggravated 
Assault and All Other Midsdemeanor and Felony Charges
Let Our Legal Team Work For You
662.281.0438
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Cross country wins first SEC title in school history
The Ole Miss Men’s Cross-
Country team won its first-ever 
SEC Championship after placing 
five runners in the top 11 spots 
during the men’s 8K race. The 
team finished with a final score of 
36, beating the reigning Arkansas 
champs by eight.
The Ole Miss Women’s Cross-
Country team finished third in 
the women’s 6K race having four 
runners in the top 25 places and 
finishing with a score of 116. This 
is the team’s third straight year 
with a top three spot at the SEC 
Championships.
“It’s definitely an exciting time 
to be an Ole Miss Rebel,” coach 
Ryan Vanhoy said.
The No. 21 men’s team 
surpassed the poor conditions 
and the loss of sophomore 
Michael Coccia, due to him losing 
his shoe mid-race, on its way to 
ending Arkansas’ cross country 
dynasty SEC championship 
streak at eight wins.
Sophomore Waleed Suliman 
was the Rebels’ ace, finishing in 
fourth. Junior Farah Abdulkarim 
and freshman duo Cade 
Bethmann and Mario Garcia 
Romo joined Suliman in the top 
10 finishing sixth, seventh and 
eighth in the race, respectively. 
Senior Mark Robertson rounded 
out the Rebels’ top five, finishing 
11th and securing the 36 points 
that would give the Rebels the 
victory. The top five all finished 
with mile splits of 4:40 or lower 
with Suliman having the best 
split at 4:37.
The men’s runners all set 
individual personal records 
for time. Suliman, Bethmann 
and Garcia Romo all were 
given Men’s First-team All-
SEC honors, while Abdulkarim 
and Robertson were awarded 
Men’s Second-team All-SEC. 
Bethmann and Garcia Romo 
were also on the Men’s SEC All-
Freshman team.
This is the school’s first-ever 
title in cross country, and Ole 
Miss owes much of this victory to 
coach Vanhoy, who has turned 
both the men’s and women’s 
teams into contenders.
“The hardest championship 
is always the first,” Vanhoy said. 
“You don’t know how to win until 
you win. Now that we’ve gotten 
one under our belts and we’ve got 
this experience, we know what it 
feels like to win and what it feels 
like to actually be able to win. I 
think this will be a big difference-
maker as this group continues on 
into the future.”
The women’s team had all 
five scorers place in the top 35 
and saw four of its top five set 
new personal records in the 
race. The team’s scorers had sub 
5:30 average mile times, with 
sophomore Clio Ozanne-Jaques 
posting a 5:18 average mile time. 
She also made the Women’s 
Second-team All-SEC.
Behind Ozanne-Jaques for 
the Rebels were junior Maddie 
McHugh, sophomore Maddie 
King, freshmen Lisa Vogelgesang 
and Ylvi Traxler rounding Ole 
Miss’s top five.
Vogelgesang made the 
Women’s SEC All-Freshman 
team and finished fourth for 
the Rebels and 25th overall in 
the women’s 6K.
Both teams are looking to turn 
these excellent performances into 
good results at the NCAA South 
Regional, hosted in Tallahassee, 
Florida on Friday, Nov. 9. If both 
teams earn qualification for the 
NCAA Championships at the 
regional, then the teams will head 
to Madison, Wisconsin on Nov. 
17 to compete for a national title.
CHANCE ROBERTSON
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
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Waleed Suliman and Ben Savino celebrate after the Ole Miss Cross Country team won the first SEC championship in school history last Friday. 
Ole Miss now heads to Orange 
Beach, Alabama, for the SEC 
Tournament. The Rebels are set 
to play Arkansas at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday on SEC Network.
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Ole Miss splits matches with Auburn and Alabama
The Ole Miss Volleyball team 
faced two true road tests against 
the Auburn Tigers and Alabama 
Crimson Tide on its road trip 
this weekend through Alabama.
The Rebels faced Auburn on 
Friday night in a back-and-forth 
affair that saw Ole Miss fall in a 
thrilling five-set match. Senior 
Caitlin Wernentin recorded 
her first collegiate double-
double, totaling 12 kills and 12 
digs. Caroline Adams led the 
team with 17 digs, while Emily 
Stroup led with 18 kills. Ole 
Miss matched Auburn in blocks 
with 14, and Nayo Warnell lead 
the way with five in the match. 
Lauren Bars and Leah Mulkey 
also pitched in four apiece.
After losing the first set, 
Ole Miss went up 16-10 in the 
second set, thanks to several 
strong kills from Wernentin and 
Warnell. Auburn brought the 
set to 20-19, but Stroup had two 
solid kills to seal the second set 
for the Rebels.
The third set was a constant 
battle for every point. Ole Miss 
took a timeout when the score 
reached 19-21. Leading up to 
the timeout, this set had 17 ties, 
with Auburn now up by two. 
After the timeout, Auburn pulled 
away and won the set 21-25, now 
leading the game two sets to one.
The Rebels started out the 
fourth set slow, trailing 10-6. 
After a timeout, the Rebels were 
able to gain some momentum. 
The Rebels were fired up after 
back-to-back kills from Stroup, 
who had five kills in this set 
alone. Ole Miss grabbed the 
late lead at 23-22 from several 
integral plays from Leah Mulkey 
and Aubrey Sultemeier. Ole Miss 
was able to pull out a win in the 
fourth set, 27-25, with the final 
two points coming off errors 
from Auburn.
In the deciding fifth set, Ole 
Miss was trailing 5-13. Ole 
Miss came back on a 5-0 run to 
bring the score to 10-13, thanks 
to strong performances from 
Wernentin, Warnell and Bars. 
The Rebels couldn’t finish the 
comeback, losing the set 13-15 
and falling to 2-8 in SEC play.
Looking to get back on track 
after the loss, Ole Miss faced 
Alabama on Sunday evening 
in Tuscaloosa. Alabama was 
coming off a big win at Texas 
A&M, while Ole Miss was 
looking to secure its first SEC 
road win of the season.
After the loss to Auburn, 
Ole Miss pulled off a much-
needed win against Alabama. A 
strong all-around performance 
from the Rebels led them to a 
victory in four sets. Stroup and 
Wernentin led the way, both 
earning double-doubles in this 
match, Wernentin’s second 
straight. Stroup had 19 kills and 
15 digs while Wernentin had 17 
kills and 19 digs.
The first set was an exciting 
one, setting the tone for the 
rest of the match. Ole Miss was 
a force at the net with 20 kills 
this set. With a hot start from 
the Tide, Alabama pulled away 
and went up 24-21. After three 
straight set points, Ole Miss 
tied the set at 24-24. Ole Miss 
had four set points, but failed to 
finish and ended up losing the 
set 28-30 after two straight kills 
from the Tide.
In a tight second set, Alabama 
found itself ahead 17-13. Ole 
Miss called a timeout at that 
point to get back on track, and 
then another one when the score 
reached 18-21. Whatever Coach 
Steven McRoberts said in the 
huddle propelled the Rebels to 
become more aggressive at the 
net and clinch the second set 25-
22 with an all-out effort from the 
whole team.
The third set started out close, 
then Ole Miss had a big run 
and went up 24-19 for set point. 
Alabama threatened the Rebel 
lead, but the Rebels came out 
on top after yet another kill by 
Stroup to win the third set 25-21. 
The Rebels had 17 kills this set to 
help secure the win.
The fourth set was all Ole 
Miss. The offense stayed strong 
and consistent, while the defense 
also stepped up. Ole Miss 
grabbed a big lead early, but 
Alabama started creeping its way 
back in. Ole Miss called another 
time out with a score of 15-13. 
Ole Miss was able to get back out 
there again after the time out 
and put the game away for good. 
The Rebels’ aggressive offensive 
attack helped them win the 
fourth set 25-19 and win their 
first SEC road game this season.
MADELINE CLICK
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
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Emily Stroup spikes the ball past Missouri blockers earlier this season. Ole Miss lost the game 1-2.
